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	West Five Royal Tombs History Center Reopens After Exhibition Redesign

- Reopening on October 1, the History Center presents a fully reimagined exhibition centered on the theme of the West Five Royal Tombs forests -



[bookmark: _GoBack]The Royal Palaces and Tombs Center, led by Director Lee Jae-phil, under the Korea Heritage Service has completed a comprehensive∨reinterpretation of the West Five Royal Tombs History Center in Goyang. The Center will reopen to the public on October 1. 

The West Five Royal Tombs, the second largest group of Joseon royal tombs after the East Nine Royal Tombs in Guri, encompass five neung, two won, and one myo, representing all varieties of royal tombs. This site offers a unique glimpse into the evolution of royal tomb architecture from the 15th to the 18th century. Despite rapid urbanization, the historic forest surrounding the West Five Royal Tombs has endured as a valuable ecological asset. The West Five Royal Tombs are a cherished space that integrates tangible, intangible, and natural heritage value, including the final resting places of royal family members, ongoing memorial ceremonies that preserve cultural traditions, and a thriving forest ecosystem that contributes to pristine air quality.

The newly revamped West Five Royal Tombs History Center in Goyang now presents exhibits in four main categories: Discovering the West Five Royal Tombs, Royal Tomb Visits, Forests of the West Five Royal Tombs, and Joseon Royal Tombs as a World Heritage Site. This thematic approach represents a significant shift from the previous, more descriptive exhibition, which lacked a clear focus. The new displays incorporate recent research findings on the neunghaeng tradition of the Joseon Dynasty and the ecological significance of the West Five Royal Tombs' forests.

▲The first section, Discovering the West Five Royal Tombs,exploresthe historical and cultural significance of the West Five Royal Tombs, highlighting the occupants and distinctive features of each royal tomb. It also explores the varied types of royal tombs in the site—neung, won, and myo, and showcases burial goods discovered in the Sugyeongwon Royal Tomb. Key exhibit features include a comprehensive model illustrating the layout of the entire complex, interactive kiosks detailing the occupants, spatial characteristics, and construction history of each tomb. The exhibit also features a replica of the funerary object of Yeongbin of the Yi Clan, excavated from the Sugyeongwon Royal Tomb site before its 1970 relocation, offering insights into Joseon Dynasty royal burial goods.

▲The Royal Tomb Visits section presents findings from the Royal Palaces and Tombs Center's research on Joseon Dynasty neunghaeng*. Throughout the 535-year period from the Joseon Dynasty to the Korean Empire, a total of 939 neunghaeng took place. Among royal burial sites, the West Five Royal Tombs recorded the second highest number of royal visits, following the East Nine Royal Tombs in Guri. King Yeongjo, whose father King Sukjong is interred at∨Myeongneung, made the most visits to this site. Visitors can enjoy a video presentation that traces King Yeongjo's neunghaeng route to the West Five Royal Tombs, accompanied by "Daechwita" music traditionally played during these royal processions. 
* Neunghaeng(陵行): Joseon Dynasty kings visited the tombs of their predecessors to perform ancestral rites and pay respects to deceased monarchs and queens.

▲The Forests of the West Five Royal Tombs section explores the royal tomb forests, a subject not previously addressed at the History Centers at the Joseon royal tombs, using various exhibition media. Visitors can learn about the creation, present state, and future value of these forests, and experience their unique ecology from the perspective of a Japanese scops owl through videos and ASMR. A hands-on activity program allows visitors to discover the diverse and rare flora and fauna of the forests, while historical documents reveal how the royal tombs were established and managed during the Joseon Dynasty. 

▲The Joseon Royal Tombs as a World Heritage Site section presents a comprehensive overview of the Joseon Royal Tombs' UNESCO World Heritage. An interactive kiosk provides detailed information about their significance in terms of heritage and complete data on all 40 royal tombs.

The Royal Palaces and Tombs Center of the Korea Heritage Service will continue to enhance exhibition content, ensuring that visitors to the History Centers of the Joseon royal tombs can fully appreciate the sites' significance while enjoying a relaxing experience.
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